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Saying
it with
flowers

Early
childhood
education

Acenette Peters

BY FRANK DROUZAS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
Whether they’re putting together the perfect bouquets, designing decorative
floral arrangements or
livening up festive events
with colorful, eye-popping
flowers, the master florists
at Irene’s Florist have
long been helping the locals of St. Pete express
themselves with flowers.
“I’ve always loved the
flowers!” enthused Acenett
Peters, the current owner
who purchased the business almost four years ago.
After working for the
Tampa Bay Times for 32
years, Peters decided to follow a passion of hers in
owning and operating a
master florist shop. ‘Master
florist’ is a designation bestowed upon floral designers who are recognized by
various state associations
as professionals with
above-average skill in the
field of floral design.
“I knew I was getting to
my time of retirement, and
I wanted to do something
that I enjoy and I enjoy the
flowers,” she explained.
Washed in the Florida
sunshine
that
floods
through large glass door
and windows, Irene’s
See FLORIST, page 8

Youth Panelists, L-R, Tim Johnson, Jarrett Colquitt, Melissa Hicks, Erika Still and Dahjae Monroe.
Bottom row, L-R, Judge Michael Andrews, Chief Adrienne Conwell, Atty. Laura Snell,
Judge Patrice Moore and Police Chief Anthony Holloway.



BY HOLLY KESTENIS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
Pinellas Technical College
(PTC) hosted the first annual Youth and Community
Conversation last Tues.,
July 14 where a panel of five
teens spoke up about the issues facing them today. Presented
by
Success
Unlimited Women and
Youth Business Center,
Inc., it was the opinions of

teens that mattered, while
elected officials were asked
to take a back seat.
“You cannot run your
mouth, you cannot give any
answers, you cannot give
your solutions,” said the
outspoken
Theresa
“Momma Tee” Lassiter
who planned the event.
“Your assignment is to listen to my young people and
my people from the community.”

The evening was all
planned out with a dance
performance by the St. Pete
Diamond Prima Donna’s
and a delicious spaghetti
dinner. But the focal point
was hearing, really listening
to what kids in the community are putting out there.
Posters were hung along all
the walls, all created by
local teens depicting what
they see every day.
“They were not only

looking at the issues, but
were also looking at solutions,” said Audrey “Pat”
McGhee with the Department of Juvenile Justice
(DJJ) and the Mistress of
Ceremonies. She believes
it’s all about finding out
what the community issues
and concerns are, but realizes the limited platforms
young people have to inform adults exactly how
See TALK, pages 10

Veterans of color
BY HOLLY KESTENIS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
It was a rainy Saturday afternoon on the day of July
18, but it didn’t deter four
heroic African-American
veterans from telling their
stories of time spent in the
military. Held at the James
Weldon Johnson Community Library, the community showed up to pay
respect and learn about
our nation’s past.
With the theme for the
library youth programs fo-

cusing on heroes, it was
only fitting that the adult
theme runs along those
lines as well. After all,
every hero has a story.
Gwen Reese, president
of the African American
Heritage Association, moderated the event that
started off with a viewing
of the film, “Veterans of
Color.” Produced locally by
the Manasota ASALH, a
chapter of the Association
for the Study of African
American Life and History,
See VETS, page 10

Seated George Brown, left, and John T. Ayers
Standing, L-R, Cathrine Washington,
Miss. Givins and James Sykes



Angela Merck
BY BIANCA SOLER
Neighborhood News Bureau

ST. PETERSBURG –
Shortly after the doors
opened at 6:30 on a recent
morning, a five-year-old girl
was playing with plastic figurines of marine wildlife –
confident she might be a
marine biologist one day.
Two other children were
trying to fix a frozen computer program. Others
worked on puzzles, blocks
and art projects.
School may be out for
the summer, but the 112
youngsters in the prekindergarten
summer
camp at the Children’s Center at Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary Baptist Church
are being challenged to
learn and grow.
“This might be a day
care or a summer camp, but
we aren’t here to babysit,”
said office manager Angela
Merck, better known to the
children as Ms. Peaches.
“We’re here to teach these
kids. The younger they
learn, the better.”
Experts agree that the
pre-kindergarten years are
crucial, especially in neighborhoods such as those
around Mt. Zion, the midtown church that has the
largest black congregation
in St. Petersburg.
Generational poverty
abounds in Midtown and
Childs Park, and adults
such as Merck and the Rev.
Louis M. Murphy Sr., Mt.
Zion’s senior pastor, worry
See EDUCATION, page 7
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Math Bee buzzed through
the Johnson Library

BY MR. SHA BAZZ

ST. PETERSBURG —
The Friends of the James
Weldon Johnson Library
held its annual Mathematics Bee July 15 for school
aged
youth
entering
Kindergarten
through
sixth grade. Even though
bad weather threatened the
event, 25 children showed
up and out.
The Math Bee was as
sweet as the Spelling Bee
held earlier this summer.
As the facilitator, Erica
Hardison read aloud various questions and the contestants were quickly able
to add, subtract, multiply or
divide in their heads. Contestants had 15 seconds to
answer, but on average answered within less than
seven. (That’s about a third
of the time allowed).
Now that the Spelling
and Mathematics Bees
have left the hive, there is
one Bee left. The Geogra-

phy Bee will take place August 12 at the library, located at 1059 18th Ave. S.
This Bee is busy with
names of countries and
cities, but also asks students to identify landmarks
and differences between
things such as a peninsula
and a plateau, or an island
and the continent of Australia. Maybe a challenge
will be to name an islandcontinent.
Parents and contestants
can pick up the study
sheets at the library.
The spirit of the Bees is
to encourage learning and
studying during the summer as well as promoting
literacy in the winter,
spring and autumn.
The Friends also celebrate literacy with a Literacy Festival in March
behind the Johnson Branch
Library with free books,
arts and crafts, bucket
drumming,
storytelling
along with contests and en-
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Dear Editor,
Rev. Don A. Gaskin, Apostle Clarice
Pennington and Mordecai Walker are
names of just a few leaders from this community who have played major roles in
my life, but who have also been among
the many Weekly Challenger readers
urging me to continue submitting letters
to the editor in hopes of bringing attention to the many issues and concerns facing our community.
For that I am honored and in deference to them and so many others, I will
continue to submit my thoughts to the editor for as long as the Challenger is willing to print them! However, I have a
confession! I am writing with a purpose!
It is my hope that by writing about issues and concerns in our community,
these letters will spark discussion that
will hopefully lead to leaders within this
community putting down their gauntlets
and working collectively with their constituents, whether they voted for them or
not, to resolve issues that have continued
to plague our community for years. At
some point Blind Barabbas could see if
one keeps doing the same thing, the
chances are one will continue to get the
same result!
Remember when $500,000 was spent
on linking the 16th Street Business Corridor to Tropicana Field with palm trees?
The trees were supposed to entice baseball fans to drive down 16th Street and ultimately stop and patronize the business.
Well, it didn’t work.
Community, those plans didn’t have
any measurements to hold public officials
accountable. We simply have to ask ourselves if the new community redevelopment plan for south St. Petersburg looks
very similar to the last failure.
What makes us think that 30 years
from now or even five years from now
that south St. Petersburg will look any
differently than it does now in terms of
seeing the results of tangible positive
socio-economic development outcomes
that directly impact the residents and
business within the community redevelopment area?
One of my favorite statements when
referencing Africans collectively in St. Petersburg/Pinellas goes something to the
effect that we have some of the smartest
African Americans they knew, but were
baffled as to how year after year our
socio-economic influence remains stagnant with very little signs of progress toward positive change.
I find it difficult to accept that after all
the struggles and sacrifices our ancestors
have made thus far, that we could have
been reduced to a cadre of educated folks
waiting on our 20 minutes of fame, or on
crumbs someone will give us if we simply
remain compliant and complacent.
Often times when trying to understand the current status of black America
in St. Petersburg and beyond, I look to
three reference sources: the bible and
two of the world’s most prominent
African-American leaders, President
Barack Obama and Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. as a gauge as to whether my
thought process is intact or if is it flawed.
I find nearly 100 percent of the time
my thought process is right in line with
my favorite three references. The one
area that I often seek council in is the
issue of personal responsibility and accountability, particularly when it comes
to our acceptance of the need to collectively work to better our own socioeconomic conditions. Let us review what
my favorite three resources say about the
need for us to design, seed and harvest
our own destiny by utilizing personal responsibility as one of our foundational
principles.
The apostle Paul touches on personal
responsibilities in his concluding statement in the 15th chapter of his first letter
to the Corinthians. He declares that if we
really believe and if we are truly thankful
that our resurrection is sure, we should
therefore demonstrate our assurance and
our thankfulness by “standing firm, letting nothing move us” and “always giving
ourselves full to the work of the Lord.” (1
Corinthians 15:58) Could this be why the
church is declining?
With the harvest being plentiful, one
of the largest categories of laborers who
consistently remain silent, who can’t
stand if they are not leading or who wa-

vers at the risk of being politically incorrect is the church. Yet, there seems to be
a lot of angst about churches not filling
up their pews. Bishops, apostles, imams,
preachers, rabbis, ministers or other spiritual leaders, we can’t and must not continue to do the same thing with an
expectation of getting different results.
One of the many quotes attributed to
Dr. King that demonstrated his belief regarding personal responsibility and accountability is this quote: “The ultimate
tragedy is not the oppression and cruelty
by the bad people but the silence over
that by the good people.” Another good
quote: “Change does not roll in on the
wheels of inevitability, but comes through
continuous struggle. And so we must
straighten our backs and work for our
freedom. A man can’t ride you unless
your back is bent.”
Then there is President Obama, the
leader of the free world who often shares
his perspective on the need for African
Americans to take personal responsibility
for their socio-economic environment.
Ironically, when the president has delivered speeches or made comments regarding
Africans
and
personal
responsibility, it is unbelievable how his
critics have attempted to paint his comments regarding personal responsibility
as evidence of his lack of understanding
regarding the institutional racism that exists and the ultimate impact the minority
socio–economic climb.
For those that insist on holding on to
that notion, maybe someone could explain to me some of the following scenarios that disproportionately impact black
and brown people:
• Racism does not cause the disproportionate number of black boys and
men that kill each other, and even though
there are hundreds that run toward the
violence, police often struggle to get one
person of color to stand and bare witness, doing the Godly thing
• Racism doesn’t cause African people who have ascended into positions of
authority, and who waive the Christian
banner back and forth when it comes to
doing the right thing or the Godly thing
• Racism doesn’t cause black women
to hate on each other simply because
• Racism does not cause a community of educated African people to remain
silent when every majority black schools
in the predominantly African community
are D & F schools.
I attended my 93-year-old cousin’s
going home celebration last week. Hearing about the impact she made on thousands of young people’s lives, on the
Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, her church
and the impact she made on her family
caused me to think about what will be
said at my funeral.
The celebration caused me one more
time to thank our Father for those awesome warriors who have gone on to their
eternal resting place or to those warriors
who are still enjoying their earthly rest
and retirement, I could not help but feel
as though we are at jeopardy of losing
much of the ground that was paved for
us.
Family and friends we must not forget
we have a debt to pay!!!!!!!!!!!
Maria L. Scruggs
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COMMUNITY NEWS
700 plus job seekers anticipated at
Amazon Job Fair
HOSTED BY THE
CENTRE FOR WOMEN

TAMPA – The Helen
Gordon Davis Centre for
Women will host an Amazon Job Fair on Tues., July
28, to help fill 3,000 open
positions at Amazon’s fulfillment centers in Ruskin
and Lakeland.
WHO: The Helen Gordon Davis Centre for
Women
WHAT: Approximately
700 women and men have
registered for the Amazon
Job Fair. Amazon is the
nation’s largest internet
retailer. It has 3,000 positions to fill at its local distribution centers: 2,000 at
the Ruskin location and
1,000 at Lakeland.
WHEN: Tues., July
28, all day beginning at
10 – 5 p.m.
WHERE: The Helen
Gordon Davis Centre for
Women at 305 S. Hyde
Park Ave.
WHY: The Centre’s
Employment Service Program, directed by Alice
Thompson, helps women
and men to prepare for

and find jobs. The program is offering this job
fair in partnership with
Amazon as a service to the
community.
The Centre was recently awarded a $1.1 million grant through the
state’s Department of Economic Opportunity to help
displaced homemakers,
both men and women, prepare for and find jobs
through a new JobSync
program.
About the Helen Gordon Davis Centre for
Women
The Helen Gordon
Davis Centre for Women is
a nonprofit organization of-

fering a diverse array of
programs to help women in
Hillsborough County to succeed both personally and
professionally. Their programs and services encourage, educate and empower
women. Their dedicated
staff and loyal volunteers
are involved in helping
more than 3,000 people
each year through our services which focus on success
strategies for workforce development, entrepreneurial
and employment strategies,
individual and family
counseling, substance abuse
treatment, services for girls
and senior citizens.




Good news once again
After informing everyone in Midtown and America about the ongoing
struggles to mentor our youth through
baseball and the problems finding
youth baseball teams for them to play
with, not only did God bless our youth
with baseball games in Bradenton and
Sarasota, but he has now blessed them
with a new 12 and under Youth Baseball League called The St. Pete. Sluggers.

I am calling upon all parents and
their children to participate in this new
era for children. Everyone is welcome
to come to the Childs Park baseball
field, 4300 13th Ave. S, on Tuesdays
and Thursdays at 6:15 p.m.
Come meet the new Coach Johnny
and Coach Reggie. We are preparing
for youth baseball tournaments, BBQ
eating contests, showboat baseball and
much more.

Inspiring girls
ST. PETERSBURG —
University
Preparatory
Academy and Girls Inc. held
an open house to showcase
the work of participants in its
Operation SMART Summer
Camp program earlier this
month. The two organizations have formed a partnership to bring literacy and
youth development services
to the girls of south St. Petersburg.
The Girls Inc. Operation
SMART Summer Camp targets girls 5 to 18 and provides a safe environment in
which the girls pursue development of skills in three educational
focus
areas:
literacy, health and wellness
and STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and
Mathematics).
The curriculum is an extension of the work successfully
implemented
in
previous summers at the
Girls Inc. Pinellas Park location. Attendees were able to
view the educational works
and hear the young ladies
talk about what they have so
far this summer.
A group of girls ranging
in ages from 5 to 11 presented the Girls Inc. Bill of
Rights. Later, Destiny McCullum and Elissa Reix, students at Gibbs High School,
spoke to the group about the
water filtration project they
developed. Younger students, Ashanti Davis, 11,
Ashleigh Moore, 9, and Gorgeous Keys, 5, spoke about
various STEM projects they
have worked on including

the planting of a vegetable
garden.
The camp is the brainchild of a small group of
community advocates led by
Bridgette Heller, a native of
south St. Petersburg who
has spent her career working for various large corporations. Heller was most
recently the President of
Merck, Inc.’s Consumer
Health Division.
“Whenever I am asked to
tell my story, I think of St.
Pete because my story starts
here,” Heller said. She went
on to talk about how we
must act now to address the
current statistics for girls in
the community with 38 percent not completing high
school, high rates of teen
pregnancy and girls living in
poverty.
The open house was attended by community dignitaries including Pinellas

County Commissioner Ken
Welch and Lori Matway, the
associate superintendent of
Student and Community
Support Services for Pinellas
County Schools. Midtown
Urban Affairs’ Director,
Nikki Capehart, opened the
session by inviting Welch to
lead the group in prayer for
the community’s children
and especially the girls
served by this program.
She then talked about
the importance of the female
role models and peer mentors in her life and the continuing need for peer support
among African-American
professional women.
Heller closed the session
with a plea for community
support to “help these girls
reach their potential.” They
are me and together we can
help them become strong,
smart and bold leaders of
the future.”

GENERAL NOTICE
The City of St. Petersburg (“City”) has available affordable housing programs for owner-occupied
single family households and rental households. The City offers zero percent (0%) interest loans to
homeowners for: 1) home repairs and 2) to first time homebuyer’s for down payment and closing
cost assistance. In addition, the City offers one-time rental assistance to persons/households who
are in need of rental housing or for those that need to remain housed. Homeowners and tenants
must be income eligible to qualify. For complete program requirements go to the City’s Housing and
Community Development (“HCD”) Department website at http://www.stpete.org/housing/index.php.
To take advantage of these opportunities, contact HCD at (727) 893-7247 or via email at
Housing@stpete.org.

Mother seeking daughter
If you are female and were born in 1966
at Bayfront Hospital and were adopted out
to Attorney Al & Margaret Thompson,
please call (662) 708-1627.
Your birth mother is
desperately trying to find you.
CUSTOMIZED ADVERTISING CAMPAIGNS
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COMMUNITY NEWS
All white dance birthday party
BY ALLEN A. BUCHANAN
Staff Writer

PINELLAS PARK —
Local entertainment promoter David Larry threw a
29th birthday party for his
daughter Mychelle Talbert
at the Pinellas Park Auditorium, 7690 59th St. N, this
past weekend
“My son, Devon Curry,
and daughter came to me
about the idea because she
wanted to have an all-white
event,” said Larry.
He has been putting on
large events for more than
10 years, and has produced
shows featuring Frank Beverly and Maze, Charlie Wil-

son, Keith Sweat, Jaheim,
and Jagged Edge. However,
he had to get out the business for a while due to illness.
“After a while, I started
doing this again just on a
smaller scale,” said Larry.
Does he miss all the
glitz and glam of promoting
superstars? You’d never
know judging by the great
time he had hosting his
daughter’s all-white birthday bash.
Many familiar faces
showed up to Talbert’s
party, can you pick out anyone you recognize? Go to
TheWeeklyChallenger.com
and post your comments.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
St. Petersburg/Pinellas County
Chapter at BCU national convention

In the Spotlight: Tommie
and Janiya

L-R, James Feazell, Gwen Anderson and Brandi Williams
FT. LAUDERDALE —
The National Alumni Association of Bethune Cookman
University (BCU), Inc. held
its 47th national convention
last month in Ft. Lauderdale.
Hosted by the Ft. Lauderdale Chapter, the theme
was “A New Spirit, A New
Beginning.”
President
Jennifer
Adams of the National
Alumni Association and host
chapter President Michael
Shorter planned and scheduled several inspiring activities. The schedule included
leadership workshops, technology workshops, ceremonies,
Ms.
Alumni
Coronation and a “Night in
White” dinner/dance cruise.
James Feazell, Sr., Chaplain of the St. Petersburg/
Pinellas County Chapter received the highest honor an
individual can obtain from
the university, the Shaft of
Light Award. This award is
given to a graduate of the
university who perpetuate
the memory of founder
Mary McLeod Bethune as
shown through leadership
and contributions in many
areas as well as being instrumental in the growth and the
development the university.
Brandi L. Williams, class
of 2007 and daughter of the
late Lew Williams and
Arthurene Williams, was
crowned Ms. Maroon for
2015-16. This was the first
time in several years that the
St. Petersburg/ Pinellas
County Chapter sponsored a
contestant in the coronation,
and thanks to the financial

supporters in the Tampa
Bay area, she made the
royal court.
Additionally, Gwendolyn
B. Anderson, president of
the St. Petersburg/Pinellas
County
Chapter,
was
awarded the Presidential
Outstanding
Leadership
Award for 2014-15 by
Adams. Anderson was the
facilitator of a leadership
workshop and was assisted
by Helen D. Davis and
Williams.
The 48th Annual National Alumni Association
Convention will be hosted
by the Volusia County Chapter in Daytona Beach June
22 – 26, 2016. This convention promises to be memorable
because
the
organization is returning
where it all began, on the
campus of BCU.
The mission of the local
chapter is to support the university through fundraising
activities and the recruitment of members. They engage in activities that
promote and positively impact the name and reputation of the university, and
also assist with student recruitment while encouraging alumni and friends of the
institution to make financial
contributions.
Embracing the motto of
BCU, “Enter to learn, depart
to serve,” many of the local
chapter’s activities are focused on community service such as being supporters
and participants of B-TAG,
Clothes-to-Kids
financial
supporters, Church and

Community Day Supporters, providers of Thanksgiving baskets to needy
families, providers of holiday
gifts for nursing homes residents, Martin Luther King
Jr. Parade participants,
provider of scholarship for
high school graduates with
acceptance letter to attend
BCU and Group Church
Worship.
If you are interested in
becoming a member of the
BCU’s National Alumni Association, dues have been
reduced during the membership drive to $25 for the
2015-16 fiscal year. The
membership drive will continue through Sept. 1 then
the regular price of $50 will
be in place.
For your information
and planning, the local meetings are held the second
Thursday of each month
from Sept. - June at the
Enoch Davis Center, 1111
18th Ave. S at 6:30 p.m. The
kick-off meeting/ social will
take place Sat., Sept. 12 at
132 59th Ave. S from 4-6
p.m., for the purpose of recruiting new members. For
more information, contact
Anderson at (727) 867-1664
or any officer or member.
The 2015-16 officers include Gwen Anderson, president, Linda R. Swain, vice
president,
Gwendolyn
Feazell, recording secretary,
Helen D. Davis, corresponding secretary, Arthurene
Williams, treasurer, Pastor
Martin Rainey, public relations and James Feazell Sr.,
chaplain.

CONNECT WITH US!
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PHOTO BY DANIEL WALLACE,
CHILDREN’S BOARD HEART
GALLERY OF TAMPA BAY

Tommie, 11
A little introverted and shy by nature, it won’t surprise you much to
know that Tommie is a big reader and
enjoys spending his free time with a
good book. However, as you get to
know him better, his personality really
begins to shine through and soon you
have a hilarious and energetic kid with
a million and one questions.
He excels in sports, especially football, and does a great job caring for animals and younger kids. Tommie’s a
thoughtful little boy with a sweet heart
who will thrive in a loving and encouraging environment.
Janiya, 12
Where Tommie is quiet and reserved, Janiya loves the limelight and
is quite the social butterfly. She can
make friends with just about anyone,
and she finds a great amount of joy in
entertaining others with her singing.
Janiya likes to write her own songs
down in a special journal, and is always
happy to share! She’s not sure yet
what she wants to be when she grows
up, but a short-term goal is to visit Disney World. Janiya has a pure heart of
gold; she truly cares for others, and
loves to know that she is being cared
for.
Tommie and Janiya will excel together in a patient and active home,

filled with lots of love and encouragement for their many interests and abilities.
If you are interested in knowing
more about Tommie and Janiya and
other children in foster care available
for adoption, or if you would like to become a foster parent, mentor or volunteer, please contact LaKay Fayson,
Recruitment Coordinator for One
Church One Child of Florida, at (813)
985-7831 or lakay_fayson@ococfl.org.
The website for One Church One
Child of Florida is www.ococfl.org.
One Church One Child of Florida
acknowledges the children who need
a permanent family. The series continues featuring children all over Florida
who are waiting in foster care for a forever loving family to call their own.
July’s children are highlighted in this
article. Continue to pray for them, and
consider making them a part of your
family through adoption or a part of
your church through Project WatchCare, for support and mentoring.
One Church One Child of Florida
is a faith-based, 501(c)3 organization,
operating statewide in partnership
with the Department of Children and
Families and Local Community Based
Lead Agencies and their providers in
recruitment of adoptive and foster
families and local churches to partner
in supporting children in foster care
and local families through Church
Watch-Care Ministries.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Graduating class of 1973 reconnects through birthday celebration
BY BLANCHE GANEY
Contributor

ST. PETERSBURG —
Many of the African-American Pinellas County high
school graduates of 1973
will be gathering in a few
days to celebrate a 60th
birthday milestone. These
are men and women who
as they prepared to go to
high school some 44 years
ago experienced government mandated integration, subjecting them to
busing to parts of the
county some didn’t even
know existed.
In 1961 when many of
these students were entering public school as first
graders, the schools available to them as black students were as limited as
the neighborhoods that
housed their families. As a
result, many of them lived
and played in the same
neighborhoods or very
close proximity to each
other; attended church together, shopped in the
same little corner stores
and attended the same
neighborhood school just
as their parents and grandparents had done for years.
The choices for junior
high school were even
fewer for black students at
that time. Many of these
students attended South-

side Fundamental or Sixteen Street Jr. High
School, which is now John
Hopkins Middle School.
Even with the junior
high school separation the
majority of these students
looked for ward to reconnecting and attending
Gibbs High School like so
many other family members before them. The
thought of becoming a
Gibbs Gladiator rang
proud in the St. Petersburg
black community in the
60s and 70s.
But attending Gibbs
would not be a reality for
many of these students.
Most of these aspiring
Gladiators would now be
separated and sent to
schools that in some cases
did not welcome them.
These were difficult
and sad times for many as
they received assignments
and learned what high
school they would be attending.
Boca Ciega,
Northeast, Dixie Hollins,
St. Pete High and others
were all schools they had
heard mentioned on the
news during the sports
segment but most never
dreamed of attending and
wandered if they would be
welcomed.
As a result of this separation, the black students

CONNECT WITH US!

of the class of 1973 have
worked hard over the past
44 years to reconnect and
stay connected with one
another in an effort to hold
on to memories and a culture that’s slowly fading.
There are a handful of former students of this historic class who have come
together to reach out to
other classmates to do

whatever it takes to stay
connected through social
events, meetings and
sometimes even funerals.
This year many of the
class of 1973 are turning
60 years old and to celebrate there will be a big
birthday bash Sat., Aug 1
at the beautiful, historic
Manhattan Casino, 642
22nd St. S from 8 p.m. to

midnight.
The tickets are $30, $35
at the door. You don’t have
to be a member of the
class of 1973 to attend, but
we sure are looking forward to seeing some of
those former classmates
we’ve not seen in a while.
You know who you are and
you even remember who
you sat next to or played

with on the playground at
Wildwood, Davis, Lakeview and Jordan Elementary as a child many years
ago.
For tickets to the birthday bash, email Debra
Dorsey Bynum at Iotahoe@tampabay.rr.com or
contact Athena Grooms or
Janice Br yant. See ad
below.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
To counter the impact of poverty, they stress early childhood education
From EDUCATION, page 1

that many youngsters
enter elementary school already lagging behind their
peers from more affluent
neighborhoods.
“We want to bring an effective change in these
parts, specifically within a
two-mile radius of where we
are,” Murphy said. “We
need to be proactive in
preparing our children with
alternatives other than the
street, and the only way to
do that is start at age 0.”
Murphy says early
childhood education is at
the core of what Mt. Zion is
trying to do for the betterment of the community.
And he isn’t alone in stressing that.
Other leaders in St. Petersburg, such as County
Commissioner Ken Welch,
also emphasize the need for
early childhood education,
saying the lack of education
figures in the high poverty
rate in the area.
“Some people don’t realize the impact that poverty
has on our economy and
how it affects each of us di-

rectly,” Welch said. “Poverty
causes people to be sicker
(and leads to) higher rates
of arrest and lower education outcomes. We all pay
for the price of poverty, especially the children.”
Poverty is often generational, Welch said. “If the
grandparents are poor, the
parents are poor and the
kids are poor unless we do
something to encourage
these young kids to succeed.”
According to reading
scores on state tests, five of
the state’s worst elementary schools in 2014 were in
southern St. Petersburg.
Four of them were in Midtown.
The county school district and the state have
made changes in the leadership and teaching staffs at
those schools and put special emphasis on reading,
math, student discipline
and parental involvement.
At the Mt. Zion Children’s Center, those objectives were already in place.
The goal there is to build a

  

 

 

community of learners by
giving youngsters an early
childhood experience that
encourages independence,
confidence, social skills,
and responsibility.
“We want children to
grow up confident, and
most importantly respectful
not only of other people but
of every creature,” Ms.
Peaches said. “That’s why
the children have two pet
guinea pigs and a pet rabbit
that they help take care of.”
During the school year,
Mt. Zion offers voluntary
pre-kindergarten and before- and after-care service
for children in grades K-5.
The church’s goal “is to
expand the facility so that
we can start bringing in infants because we believe
that education should start
at age zero,” Ms. Peaches
said. “That’s part of why we
developed the Vision 300
plan because we just don’t
have the space to do that
right now.”
Vision 300 is a five-year
plan initiated by Murphy
and church leaders. The



    

goal is to raise $1 million to
expand the church and its
children’s programs.
“There are so many kids
that get off track in their education and in their spiritual
path,” said Murphy. “They
end up on the streets. It is
critical to instill good
morals and values at a very
early age and not wait until
children enter elementary
school.”
Murphy
and
Ms.
Peaches realize that some
students who attend the
summer camp or voluntary
pre-K program get little
support at home. Some students receive no help with
homework.
“We assign homework
and the next day a student
will come back with it incomplete,” Ms. Peaches
said. “That’s not their fault.
We motivate them to learn
here and they’re excited
about it, but that excitement
needs to continue on even
after they leave here and go
home. That’s why we set
aside time for homework
assistance for those chil-



“We all pay for the
price of poverty,
especially the
children,” said County
Commissioner Ken
Welch.

“We believe instilling the
right path and morals
begin at age 0, not at 2
years or 5 years,” said
senior pastor Louis M.
Murphy Sr.

dren who don’t get it at
home.”
“As teachers and parents we must remember …
that a positive self-image is
the main ingredient to a
child’s success,” said Children’s Center director

Shakeyba Greene. “It is our
job as parents and teachers
to make this a priority.”
Bianca Soler is a reporter in the Neighborhood
News Bureau at the University of South Florida St. Petersburg.

        



  





HOST FAMILY WANTED in August for International Student attending
private high school in St. Pete. Stipend provided. Share your America.
Call for information Pat Milano 617-733-7073 www.educatius.org

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
 

 


 




ARE YOU HAVING TROUBLE
CONTROLLING THE WAY YOU EAT?

CALL FOR H ELP
727-724-6292 (PAT)
FOOD ADDICTS
IN RECOVERY
ANONYMOUS
OR VISIT OUR
WEBSITE

www.foodaddicts.org




Call TODAY for an appointment

LOOK NO FURTHER
FOR CHURCH SUPPLIES
Communion Items • Choir Robes
Bulletins • Bibles • Sunday School books
Gospel CDs / DVDs and so much more

Reader’s Choice Book & Gift Store
4341 34th St. S., St. Petersburg
(Next to Skyway Mall)

(727) 867-3696
Open: Mon. - Sat. 10 am - 6:30 pm

 







Law Office Of

RONALD L. NELSON, P.A.

ATTORNEY AT LAW
• Auto Accidents and Injuries
• Divorce and Family Law
• Employment Discrimination
• Wills and Probate

1247 First Ave. N., St. Petersburg, FL 33705

Phone: 727-894-1734

727-345-9292 • www.RonNelsonLaw.com

2500 9th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33705

The hiring of a lawyer is an important decision that should not be based solely upon advertisements. Before you
decide, ask the lawyer to send you free written information about their qualifications and experience.

SYLVIA J. TAYLOR P.A.
ATTORNEY & COUNSELOR AT LAW
Specializing In Real Estate Closings,
Refi’s and Probate

1900 Main Street, Suite 750
Sarasota, FL 34238
(941) 309-5188
Fax (941) 309-5201
sylviajtaylorpa@cs.com
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Support small businesses
From FLORIST, page 1

Florist, 743 49th St. N, provides a bright, inviting ambience. It features flowers,
plants, fruit baskets and
more for every conceivable
holiday and event, including anniversaries, proms,
birthdays and weddings.
For so many, it is the perfect, time-tested way to say,
“I love you,” “thank you,”
“congratulations,” or even
“I miss you.”
Peters teams up with
event coordinators to provide artistic bouquets and
flowers for fetes, galas and
dinners at various notable

local venues like the Gulfport Casino and the Grand
Plaza Hotel Beachfront Resort. Through its network of
trusted florists and wire
services, Irene’s can provide
nationwide delivery. For personal delivery, the store
services St. Pete, Clearwater, Largo, Seminole and the
beaches, but Peters noted
she is willing to go the extra
mile to provide service to
local customers.
“If you come in and you
say, ‘My aunt lives in Tampa
and I need a delivery to
Tampa,’ I would do that for

you,” she explained.
Peters did admit that
the floral business is not
what it once was, as there
is competition from superstores and even grocer y
stores these days. And like
many retail businesses in
Florida, it can be seasonal.
“Right now in the floral
business the summer is
the hardest time because
locals go away, people go
back up north, the kids are
not in school, things
change,” she said.
But people will always
need flowers, she pointed

out, noting that things pick
up during the holiday season. Indeed, from October
all the way through
Mother’s Day in May is
when business blossoms
anew for the florists, as
this includes Valentine’s
Day, likely the biggest day
of the year for lovers and
family members to exchange sentiments with
beautiful flowers and handarranged bouquets.
Know little about flowers or ferns? Corsages or
boutonnieres? Bright gerberas, white carnations or

pink asters? The knowledgeable and helpful staff
members at Irene’s can
help anyone decide upon
the right flowers for the
right occasion.
“People will come in
and say, ‘I don’t have the
slightest idea what I want,’
and we give them different
ideas of what they can do,”
Peters said. “That’s what
we’re here for.”
So much of her satisfaction comes in not only
meeting new people, she
attested, but in providing
just the right flowers to

brighten their lives and
that of their loved ones.
“It gives you pleasure
that you know you made
their day,” she said.
Recently, Irene’s Florist
created the floral arrangements seen on stage at
The Mahaffey Theater for
Wendy Williams’ concert
this past Saturday.
Visit Irene’s Florist online at www.irenestpeteflorist.com or call them
at (727) 321-1221.
To reach Frank Drouzas,
email fdrouzas@theweeklychallenger.com
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Leonard Johnson is more than a NFL cornerback he is a community-back
BY YOLANDA COWART
Springtime Club Founder

CLEAWATER
—
Leonard Johnson is quickly
becoming a positive role
model for the local youth in
his community. He left
Clearwater to play college
football at Iowa State University and returned home
as an undrafted free agent
in 2012. Talented and tenacious, he tried out for the
home team and was signed
by the Tampa Bay Buccaneers where he plays the
position of cornerback, and
is an integral part of the
Buccaneers defensive.
But Johnson is more
than a cornerback – he is a
community-back.
Since
joining the Bucs, he has
been very visible in Clearwater and is quickly becoming a positive role model for
local youth as he makes
himself readily available
and accessible to support
local community projects
and back worthy local
causes.
Last Sun., July 19, John-

son hosted a football camp
for the community’s youth.
The “I Am 29 Football and
I Cheer 29 Cheerleading”
camps drew over 100 boys
and girls from the local little league and high school
levels that showed up to
strengthen tackling, offense and defense skills,
and to learn new cheer
drills, stunts and dance routines. But the camp was
about much more than
sports, it was about sportsmanship; and the activities
were not just about camp,
they were about community.
Johnson cleverly incorporated a serious social
issue plaguing our youth
and our community into his
program, violence. “Violence among young people
is one of the most visible
forms of violence in this
neighborhood, in our community,” said Johnson. “I
wanted my camp to inspire
our youth to admire the
power of sportsmanship
and to teach them the importance of values, fair-

ness, morals, respect, and a
sense of fellowship not only
with their competitors, but
in our community,” he
added.
Youth crime has soared
in Clearwater and its surrounding cities in the last
five years as pop culture
and gangs takes grip. Youth
are disproportionately affected by violence. Between the ages of 12 and
17, they are twice as likely
as adults to be victims of serious violent crimes and
three times as likely to be
victims of simple assault.
This local statistics is
consistent with the national
average, which reflects that
the number of youth under
the age of 18 getting in
trouble with the police has
soared by a fifth in five
years as youngsters are
lured into the gang culture,
official figures showed
today.
Likewise,
statistics
show that juvenile crime is
continuously on the rise
and official U.S. reports
showed that about one fifth

of all persons arrested for
crimes are under 18 years
of age.
“I want our youth to understand that violence is a
serious problem that can
have lasting harmful effects
on victims and their family,
friends, and communities,”

said Johnson. “I know that
this is a complex issue, but
my goal for youth violence
prevention is simple - to
stop youth violence from
happening in the first
place.”
In the past, most youth
were influenced by their
parents or a close relative.
While this still holds true
for many children, youth
are increasingly looking to
the media and their favorite
celebrities as role models.
It is not uncommon to find
youth mimicking a basketball shot style, a touchdown
dance or a clothing style, so
I believe that it is safe to say
that if a fifth of the youth
that participated in Johnson’s camp began to emulate him, than he is making
a huge contribution in our

community.
Twenty years ago NBA
All American and Star
Charles Barkley told America, “Just because I dunk a
basketball doesn’t mean I
should raise your kids.”
Since that time there has
been several debates about
the role of athletes in our
society, the power of their
celebrity, and the huge influence that they have on
our youth.
But for Johnson serving
as a role model is not a debate, it is a responsibility
and an obligation. He is
making it clear that he
wants to be seen as more
than just a football player in
our community. He is becoming the ultimate football role model in his own
community.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Listening to our youth
From TALK, page 1

they feel, where the gaps are
and what’s going on in their
community. “Until we’re patient enough to listen, we’re
going to miss them.”
An essay contest was
held last month and the two
first place winners both received $100 for their efforts.
Both were on hand to present their written work on the
topic: “What should be done
to prevent crime in the black
community.”
For De’Asia Scott, a student at Azalea Middle
School, the phrase: “United
we stand, divided we fall” has
a lot of meaning. “The other
races, they sit back and laugh
as we kill each other, rob and
burn our mom and pop
stores,” she said.
So she came up with four
ideas to put into play in order
to save the black community
as she sees it. Citing increased crime and an unwillingness to work together,
Scott believes having a
neighborhood crime watch
in every black community
and raising money for less
fortunate youths to attend
camp and after school programs is a good place to
start.
Role models to give a little bit of extra attention to
troubled teens and more
family members getting involved in their children’s education are other ways to
keep kids in school and out
of trouble and off the streets.
Kiara Green, a student at
Boca Ciega High School, didn’t mince words either when
it was her turn to spotlight
the problems she sees. She
earned first place for her
essay as well.
“We as colored people
don’t have respect for each

other,” Green said. She wants
to stop crime from happening and believes the only way
to do it is to take a hard look
at the reality of the situation.
She feels the community is
failing to realize that people
are dying from lack of knowledge, and a want to have
things that are meaningless.
“We go on TV and start
riots over white on black
crime, but we don’t do anything about black on black
crime,” she said acknowledging that both are wrong no
matter the gender or the race
of who is committing it.
Her solution to preventing crimes that affect, according to the latest statistics
from the DJJ, one out of
every two African-American
children in our area? “Instead
of pointing fingers,” Green
suggested, “we should start
in our black community and
fix us first.”
Trenia Cox, planning
manager for the Juvenile
Welfare Board and the
event’s moderator, introduced prominent members
of the community that would
help in doing just that.
“We have a crisis, this is
serious,” Cox said. This is
why local officials are turning
to the youths of the very
communities they are trying
to help as part of the solution.
Two outspoken panelist
that had a lot to say were
Judge Michael Andrews and
Judge Patrice Moore, who
both
oversee
the
Pasco/Pinellas County Sixth
Judicial Circuit. Day in and
day out they tend to the
youths who are having trouble getting it together and
making bad decisions.
Moore suggests steering
clear of the juvenile system

all together because no one
wants his or her fate controlled by the justice system.
“I could be having a bad
day. I could be mad at my
husband for not taking out
the garbage and you have a
crime that deals with
garbage,” she said explaining
that she tries to leave it at the
door but why chance it.
So why aren’t AfricanAmerican kids achieving success academically at the
same rate as other races? Andrews knows there’s no
short answer, but he blames
misperceptions and stereotypes. He feels society creates stereotypes based on
what they think they know,
so he asked the teens in the
room to raise their hands if
they think Asian kids are
smart, and if they think black
kids are good athletes.
“You are born knowing
how to cry and release
waste,” he said. “Everything
else is learned.” He stated
that smart Asian, African
American and Caucasian
kids become smart by hitting
the books over and over
again, and that good athletes
are made by practicing repeatedly as well. By buying
into the perceived stereotypes of yesteryear, the
youth of today are amplifying
the problem and creating a
gap in learning.
The student panel was
split as to their reasons for
the
achievement
gap.
Melissa Hicks, a 16 year old
in the BETA program at
Gibbs High School, pointed
the finger at adults, citing
negative feedback from parents and teachers.
“It’s you all’s fault,” she
said noting that put downs,
biting words and sarcasm

are viewed as demeaning to
teens. “We don’t have respect
for people who talk about us;
you have to stop talking
about us.”
But Erika Still, a rising
junior in the Medical Magnet
program at Boca Ciega,
tended to disagree. “If you
want to be on top, you have
to put yourself there, stay focused,” she said. Although
she agrees that parents and
educators should encourage
kids, ultimately she views the
responsibility of success falls
on the shoulders of the
youths themselves. “If you’re
on the bottom it’s because
you give up, you have to keep
pushing.”
Perhaps St. Petersburg
Police Chief Anthony Holloway’s take on the situation
sums it all up. “I am tired
every day when I see a report, black male, black male.
We had 60 cars stolen in the
past three months, of those
60 cars, guess how many
African Americans we arrested—57.”
Questions were posed to
the panel, which was also
made up of a public defender
and a probation officer, such
as what to do if accused of a
crime you didn’t commit,
what to do about gang violence and how to handle police officers viewed as unfair.
Holloway stressed if an
officer does something
wrong, simply ask for a supervisor. “Don’t try to have
your say on the side of the
road,” he said. “If you don’t
get one, call my office. I guarantee they won’t want to hear
from me or Chief Williams.”
Other solutions provided
by the panel and the audience all pointed to the same
resolutions: more parent in-

volvement, parental enforcement of the rules and the
need for mentors.
One way to stifle the
amount of African-American
teens heading down the
pipeline to prison route is the
new St. Petersburg Diversion
Program now in effect. It provides a second chance for
those who make a bad decision that results in a misdemeanor. The city will deal
with the offending youth so
that DJJ will not have to get

involved. Community service
pays the debt as well as counseling.
But the DJJ, police department and the Judicial
Court all recommend just
staying out of the juvenile justice system all together.
Every decision has a consequence, and that charge for
possession of marijuana
handed down to you at age
12, will follow you to your
grave.

deemed too valuable a commodity to lose. “They said I
was a teacher. I was to teach
people how to survive,
rather than to go over myself.”
His life in the service is
peppered with great moments. A paratrooper, he
boasts 90 jumps under his
belt. He was chronicled locally back in 1966 as he underwent training to become
a Green Beret, and he has
felt the pride that comes
from knowing he made a difference in the lives of others,
by preventing their death.
“A young captain at
MacDill saw me and said,
‘You saved my life by training me,’” recalled Brown
who views that meeting as
one of the proudest moments of his life. When stationed at Fort Bragg in
North Carolina, Brown was
approached by yet another
soldier who thanked him for
saving his life in Korea. “He
said, ‘You showed me how to
get out of every position that
I was in.’ It made me feel real
good.”
But being a black soldier
during a time when African
Americans were fighting for
equal rights here in America
was difficult and with service
opportunities limited to soldiers of color, animosity to-

ward the system was prevalent in many black soldiers of
the day.
Reverend James Sykes
served in the Marine Corps
during the Vietnam War. A
pastor, Sykes has lived here
in St. Petersburg for the past
eight months. He remembers racism during his time
in the military, crude remarks during boot camp that
shaped the way he viewed
his time there.
“It was not easy for any of
us to survive,” said Sykes
who believes the best thing
about Vietnam was that the
black soldiers got closer to
one another, learned how to
look out for each other.
“That motivated me; no one
else was going to do that for
us.”
One of his saddest moments of the Vietnam War
was returning home. “We
were hoping to get a good
greeting,” he recalled. There
were 200 soldiers on the
plane and one white couple
holding a welcome home
sign. Not exactly a warm
homecoming for those who
risked their lives so others
didn’t have to.
A disappointing situation
that turned even worse as
black soldiers were reintroduced to a life of racism.
Sykes remembers his unit

going to a local bar and
being followed by the police
all night as if they couldn’t be
trusted.
“We realized it was really
not worth it,” said Sykes. To
fight one battle, just to come
home and have to battle
racism on top of it. “If I had
to do it again I wouldn’t,
that’s just the bottom line.”
The community, young
and old, commented on their
own experiences during
their military service, thanking veterans for their service
and asked some hard questions of the storytellers.
How were they treated
overseas? Everyone had the
same experience. They received more respect and tolerance in foreign countries,
with the exception of a few,
than they did during their
service in the United States.
Did they witness sexism
during their time in the military? Being the only female
speaker, Cathrine Washington, US Army Reserves, had
some experience with the
issue during her service.
“They didn’t want to do what
I said,” explained Washington who would put anyone
who didn’t treat her right on
kitchen patrol. “I wasn’t
ashamed to do it.”
Although Washington
never went into active serv-

ice, she had a 30-year military career as a nurse right
here in St. Petersburg and
received the Meritorious
Award, which isn’t usually
given to reservists. Also,
while serving in the reserves, she became the first
African-American female to
be a St. Petersburg firefighter.
The prevalence of drug
use was also a hot topic. Although Ayers and Brown’s
exposure to it was limited,
Sykes had a different story
to tell. The drug of choice
during Vietnam was marijuana, and then progressed
to speed Sykes confided.
“Some of the horrific things
we saw, seeing our friends
dying. It helped us to cope
with what we were doing.”
The heritage of African
Americans must continue to
be told in the community because it is not taught in
school. Reese encourages
everyone, especially the
young people, to attend community meetings, find out
about their heritage and
what African Americans
have contributed to the history of the United States.
“The Veterans of Color” film
is a good place to start and
can be checked out for free
at your local library.

Every hero has a story
From VETS page 1

the documentary preserves
personal accounts of AfricanAmerican war veterans living in this area.
“There are all kinds of
service, but probably the ultimate service is to do something where you could
possibly lose your life,” said
Reese who wholeheartedly
feels the importance of passing down the stories of black
veterans to the youth of
today. “It’s very important
that our young people be
here for these events because they’re the ones who
don’t know the history of the
African-American experience.”
Four veterans from various arms of the United
States military told of their
experiences in their respective branches. Some taking
pride in the work they did,
others wishing they hadn’t
enlisted at all.
John T. Ayers was a
Montford Point Marine in
World War II. In 2013 he received the Congressional
Medal of Honor, which he
brought for all to see. He
loved his stint in the Marine
Corps as ammunitions specialists, and at 19 when he
first entered into service,
Ayers took pride in his work.
“My job was to learn the
types of ammunition and

pass it out to the whites,” he
recalled. “They were the
ones doing the fighting and
we were the ones dodging
the bullets.”
He remembers being
fired on at the Battle of Okinawa, one of the deadliest
battles of the war. “They
were shooting on us. The
ships couldn’t stop, they
couldn’t turn around, they
couldn’t do nothing but keep
moving,” said Ayers who remembers setting up the ammunition in the dark woods
after landing on shore.
Colonel George Brown,
Jr. was army special forces
and served during the Korean War. With 35 years’ experience with the armed
forces, he considers himself
one of the lucky ones.
“I never fired a shot in
anger and I never got shot
at,” he said. Instead his job
was to train troops on how to
survive in those exact situations, and a lot of troops at
that. A specialist in his field,
Brown a self-proclaimed
army brat, trained troops on
how to react in life or death
situations on their deployment to war zones during
the Korean War, Vietnam
and Desert Storm. In fact,
during the Korean War he
was ready to be shipped out
to fight himself, but was
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Health fair a success
BY HOLLY KESTENIS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Holy Temple Pentecostal
Assemblies of Church, 3101
Freemont Terrace S, in conjunction with The Weekly
Challenger sponsored a
health fair last Sat., July 18
to inform the community of
the services available to
them in order to get and
stay healthy.
Vendors from a wide
array of establishments
were on hand passing out
informative flyers and giving helpful information,
such as Gail Floyd with
Holy Temple. A retired
nurse, Floyd volunteered
her time giving glucose and
high
blood
pressure
checks. If anything was out
of normal range, they were
told to seek medical attention.
Interested individuals
were also handed a
brochure consisting of a
food list to help with meal
planning and track how
many servings you are actually eating when you fill up
your plate.
A representative from
the Pinellas County Health
Department was there passing out information on various programs offered by

the county and 2-1-1, a program set up by the Federal
Communications Commission (FCC) for easy access
to community information.
So whether you just
need a simple answer or
some serious help, 2-1-1 is
there to assist with rent and
mortgage assistance to
avoid foreclosure or eviction, utility assistance and
emergency transportation
to work or medical appointments. They are also
equipped to handle mental
health assistance with a suicide and rape crisis hotline.
HIV screening was conducted by GHETTREAL
Community Service, Inc.
Founder and Director Alma
Kicklighter is hoping to
make a difference in the
lives of others through
awareness. Those who
chose to be screened must
go in person to get their results her wellness clinic, located at 3940 18th Ave. S.
“We can’t give it out on
the phone,” said Kicklighter. It used to be no one
would show up for their results, but within the last six
months those tested are
picking up their reports.
“It’s getting better.”
The health fair wasn’t
just about checking for
medical conditions such as

HIV and diabetes. It also
was about bringing awareness to the community
about horrific unhealthy
acts. Janette Hunt spoke out
on human trafficking and
how it is affecting the youth
of Tampa Bay. Her mission:
to bring awareness to the
severity of the problem locally and to educate parents
and young persons on how
to prevent it.
Domestic minor sex
trafficking (DMST) is the
commercial sexual exploitation of American children
within U.S. borders, and according to Hunt the Bay
area
is
a
hotspot.
WEDU.org reports as of
2012, approximately 130 arrests were made in the
Tampa Bay area dealing
with human trafficking with
some 200 potential victims.
Most youths are recruited
on the streets and online.
Some even at schools and
local malls.
“I like to bring awareness to south county as to
what is actually going on in
our own communities,” said
Hunt. She wants people to
know what to look for, to
catch the signs and alert
others if they suspect someone they’ve come in contact
with could be a victim. “Tell
a friend this is what’s hap-

pening and keep your eye
out for it.”
Hunt passed out flyers
educating the public on
how to protect their children. Communication is
key and she suggests bringing up human trafficking to
your children not once with
a big discussion, but repeated small talks over
their lifetime to make them
aware of the dangers.
Hunt suggests always
knowing where your child
is and tracking their cell
phone so you always know
their whereabouts and to
avoid stairwells, elevators,
clubs and deserted streets
where they can be hijacked
without anyone knowing.
“A lot of traffickers now
don’t look like the people
that we think,” said Hunt
who suggests parents know
their child’s friends and acquaintances. “They’re other
kids, boyfriends, it could
even be a 16-year-old girl
that’s a friend and she’s recruiting.”
LifeLink® Foundation,
Inc. was there educating
people and raising awareness of the importance of
organ donations. One organ
donor can save up to eight
lives by donating their
heart, liver, kidneys, lungs,
pancreas and small intes-

tine. A single tissue donor
can enhance more than 50
lives through their gifts of
corneas to help restore
sight, bones for reconstructive surgery, tendons and
ligaments to help restore
mobility, heart valves and
skin.
For more information
on LifeLink® and what they
are all about, go to www.lifelinkfound.org.
End of life services were
also offered. Glenn G.
Jones, executive trust advisor for Ensure Financial
Group, LLC, educated the
crowd on their services.
They help the elderly restructure their life insurance plans to find out where
they can cut costs and find
extra money.
“We’re educating the
seniors in our community,
showing them where they
messed up before,” said
Jones who told how many
seniors buy a life insurance
policy worth $1,000 and end
up paying $5 or 10 thousand
for it over time. “We’ve been
misled and not educated
about it.”
They also provide burial
service information, and
help for veterans in setting
up their burial plots and end
of life situations as well as
services for the general

public. Ensure works with
Zion Hill Mortuary to provide funeral prearrangement, which locks in the
cost of burial at today’s
price to help families cut
costs.
“Unless you get a Gmail
from God saying you’re no
longer gonna die, it’s good
to lock it in,” said Jones.
“Protect it from Medicaid
and have a paid up and paid
for policy.”
Ensure Financial Group
held a drawing giving away
Publix gift cards to those
who filled out a survey. For
more information on how
they can help you, they can
be contacted locally at (727)
564-9239 or (727) 563-4938.
You can also catch them
every morning Saturday
from 10 - 10:30 on WRXB
1590AM.
Speaking of WRXB,
they were there in full force
with the Prize Patrol. The
Weekly Challenger’s Jeanie
Blue, who was there collecting signatures to get medical marijuana on the next
ballot, told listeners to come
on down and enjoy the free
food, and learn how to get
healthy.
To reach Holly Kestenis,
email hkestenis@theweeklychallenger.com

Gail Floyd, left, gives glucose test to
Sharon DeBose.

Janette Hunt works to raise awareness about
the problem of human trafficking.

L-R, Johnie Jefferson, CNA,
Kianna Selkridge and Terehas Henry.

Jeanie Blue, left, and Theresa Dryan work to
get signatures on a petition to get
medical marijuana on the ballot.

Elder Will Moore and Fareedah Humphries
enjoy the health fair.

Luis Carbonell and Brandi Ahonsi
work to promote organ donation.

Bishop Zema Florence welcomed
the community to the health fair
held at his church, Holy Temple Pentecostal.

Jackie Smith, seated, and Alma Kicklighter
gave HIV tests to willing participants.

Rhonda Lewis, Glenn and Linda Jones
trusted advisors for Ensure Financial Group, LLC.
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Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

 







Come Worship With the First Baptist Family





 




  

  

 




  




 



 

  












www.TheWeeklyChallenger.com

1601 49th Street South
Gulfport, FL 33707
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
   
10:30 a.m.
  






Sunday School .................................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ..........................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer ............6:30 p.m.



Tutoring offered Tuesday &
Wednesday at 3:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Bible Study 11:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Youth Bible Study 7:00 p.m.

Contact:




 

 


Sunday School 8:45-10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:00 a.m.
Communion - 1st Sunday of each month
New Members Orientation - Sunday at 8:45 a.m.

Having been led, as we believe, by the
Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus
Christ as our Saviour; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of
God returning to God’s Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His
love among one another.

YOUR
CHURCH
AD
COULD
BE HERE!







    
   
  
  
   






  


 





  



 
 

Wednesday Night Bible Study.......7:30 p.m.

 











 
 
 



  

Victory Christian Center Church





 
  
  




 


 
     
  
  





Glad Tidings Assembly
of God Church
4200 17th Ave. N., St. Petersburg, FL 33713
Dr. Randy Helms, Lead Pastor
FMI: 727-323-5017
Rev. Sarah Edwards,
www.gladtidingsfl.com
Bible Teacher

“AS THE FATHER HAS SENT ME; EVENSO, I AM SENDING YOU”
-John 20:21 Is the theme of this weekly Bible Study
As a Student of the Word of God you will learn how to become a
true disciple of Jesus Christ according to Biblical principles as well as
how to disciple others that are now citizens of the Kingdom of God.
Join us every Sunday morning at 9:15am in the Fellowship Hall Room 2.
Upon registration you will receive 2 booklets: ‘Where Do I Go Next?’ and
‘Halloween, is it innocent pleasure or Satanic?’ both written by Rev. Sarah
Edwards, the instructor for this course.


 

 


Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.


Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.






  


 

  
 
 


Pastors Dexter
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SUNDAY SERVICES/WEEKLY ACTIVITIES

 
  
 

 
  
  

 
   
    
   
  


Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015
THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVE. S., St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Email: rojmbe@knology.net
Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.



HOLY TEMPLE CATHEDRAL PENTECOSTAL CHURCH, INC.
3101 Freemont Terrace South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-452-3191 • www.holytemplepaoc.com
“A Church Where the Fire of the Holy Ghost is Burning and Holiness is Still Right!”

Order of Services:
Noonday Prayer....................................................Wednesdays at 12:30 PM
Pastoral Teaching....................................................Wednesdays at 7:00 PM
Evangelist Service.....................................................4th Fridays at 7:00 PM
Sunday School ...............................................................Sundays at 9:00 AM
Morning Worship .......................................................Sundays at 10:15 AM
WRXB (1590) Radio Ministry ......2nd and 4th Saturdays at 10:30 AM
Bishop Zema J. Florence, III, Th.D.
& Elect-Lady Shaneeta Florence



Follow us on Social Media: Facebook Page-Holy Temple Pentecostal
Assemblies of Churches, Inc/ YouTube-Bishop Zema Florence





Queen Street Church of God in Christ
Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356

SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.

CHURCH NEWS
St. Mark MBC
The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor, the
Reverend Brian K. Brown, its
official staff of Deacons and
Trustees, and the entire congregation, extends to the community at large, its wish that
there would be an overflowing
of God’s blessings upon their
lives. St. Mark is grounded in
a Christ-centered doctrine that
has as its central core, the belief that we are a haven of
hope, help, and healing for a
lost world hungry and thirsty
for the word of God. At St.
Mark, we as a body of believers are Christians willing to
work and partner in unity,
praising God for the awesome
gift of His son, Jesus Christ.
Events for July
Jul 20-24 - State Convention-Youth Conference in
Orlando, Florida
Jul 26 - Generation DayHelp Kick off or 84th

Church Anniversary Celebration. Members will
come dressed in styles
from one of the eras from
the beginning of our
church history to the present.
Jul 31 - Business Meeting-7 p.m.
Coming in August
Aug 19 - St. Mark sponsored Annual Back to
School Bash for the Child’s
Park Community 6 p.m.
Our opportunity to share
the Gospel, provide information about Available Social Services, food & Prizes,
Coupons for Haircuts and
Hairdos and a Free Back
Pack with School Supplies
Sunday school held for
both children and adults of all
ages. Sunday school starts
each Sunday morning at 9:30.
All are invited to come out and
join us.

Friendship MBC
Young Adult Ministry
Every Sunday: 9:30 a.m.
Baptist Training Union is
each Sunday 5 p.m. Members
and the general public are invited to come out to study the
Bible with us, and learn “What
Baptists Believe”.
Children and Youth Ministry Meetings are held every
Tuesday at 6 p.m. Children in
the community are welcomed
to join us.
Mime/Praise Dance Rehearsal on Sundays: 2-4 p.m.
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday: 7 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study is held every
Wednesday: 9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible
Study every Wednesday
evening: 7 p.m.
Children Youth Ministry
Bible Study 1st & 3rd Wednesday of each month: 7:30 p.m.

Mt. Zion Progressive MBC
Reverend Louis Murphy, Sr. and the entire Mt
Zion family extend an open
invitation to join us not
only in Sunday worship,
but also throughout the
week for various programs
and ministries.
Wednesday
Bible
Study – Noonday and 6
PM.
The Mt. Zion Music
Performing Arts and
Choirs presents “Ever y
Praise” Concert on Saturday, Aug. 15 at 4 pm at
Gibbs High School. Donation is $10. Tickets are now
available through MPAC
ministries. For more information or to purchase tickets contact Min. Kevin
Parrott on ext 275. Disclo-

sure: The School board of
Pinellas County is neither
sponsoring nor affiliated
with this event.
Get Ready to set sail
with the Sistahs Surviving
Breast Cancer on the Royal
Caribbean’s “Freedom of
the Seas”, April 3 – 10,
2016. This is a cruise you
don’t want to miss. For
more information contact
Sis. Carolyn Swanson @
727-215-8952 or Sis. Cheryl
Clinton @ 727-692-6477.
Stay Connected by
keeping us updated. If
your address or other information has changed just
check the change of address box on your envelope
or
go
to
www.mzprogressive.org

and click the resources
link. All personal info is
kept confidential and is for
church use only.
Let’s Get Connected!
Mt. Zion Progressive is
now social. Checkout the
latest events, ministry
news, and more by following us on FACEBOOK,
TWITTER and YOUTUBE
(Keyword:
MZPMBC).
Visit our website and let’s
get
connected
today!
www.MZProgressive.org
For additional information on any of these announcements,
please
contact the church office.
Mt. Zion Progressive
MBC 955 20th St. S., St. Petersburg. 727-894-4311, email:
info@mzprogressive.org.

Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church
Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church, “God’s House to
the City,” under the leadership
of Dr. Rickey L. Houston extend an invitation to the community to join us as we declare
the living Word of God. Join us
at 9 am for Sunday School and
at 10:15 am worship service.
Bible Study and Teen Summit/Children Rising are held
on Wednesday evening, at 7
pm.
We cultivate the fullest spiritual life possible both individually and corporately; and we
communicate God’s truth at
every opportunity, building a
stronger congregation and
community to the Glory of
God. Living out these principles
results in a kaleidoscope of ministries for all ages and interests.

We also encourage the community to make use of our
Prayer Line. (727-321-9645)
Faith Bible Institute
(FBI):2015 The Great Commission commands every Church
to teach every member all
things that Christ commanded
(Mt 28: 19-20). The enrollment
for the Fall Semester (July
2015) is now open. This is an intensified 3 year Bible study. The
students will study every book
and every major doctrine of the
Bible. The application and registration fee of is due at enrollment. Tuition can be paid at the
first class or can be a payment
plan. Interested applicants can
pick up a brochure from the
church office..
Bethel Metropolitan is
preparing to celebrate the 11th

Pastoral Anniversary of Pastor
Rickey L. Houston during the
month of July. “An Evening of
Spiritual Excellence” is schedule for Saturday, July 25th at 6
pm. Speaker for the occasion is
Dr. John Evans, Pastor of
Friendship Missionary Baptist
Church. The Anniversary service is Sunday, July 26, 3015 at
10:15 am. Guest preacher is Dr.
C. E. White Sr. of Bethany Baptist Church, Atlanta, GA.. For
additional information call the
church office.
“Knowing Jesus Christ in
2015”
II Corinthians 2:2
Philippians 3:8 Telephone: 727327-0554
Fax: 727-327-0240
Email:bchurch5@tampabay.rr.
com
Website:
www.bmmbc.org

NEED A PLACE TO CALL
HOME? LOOKING FOR A
CHURCH THAT IS “FIRED
UP?” The Friendship Missionary
Baptist Church, the Pastor, Dr.
John A. Evans, Sr., Official Family and the entire Church Family
extend to you a cordial invitation
to join “THE SHIP” in fellowship
at our 7:45 am or the 10:45 am
worship service, and Sunday
Church School at 9:30 am. Pray
for our Sick, Shut-in, Children,
Men/Women in Uniform, and
Bereaved Families. THE COMMUNITY IS WELCOMED TO
JOIN US IN GREAT BIBLE
STUDY, WEDNESDAY NIGHT
AT 7:00 PM – STUDYING
FROM 1ST JOHN, CHAPTER 3.
THE SHIP'S TRIPLE CROWN
WINNERS - WEST COAST ORATORICAL CONTEST 2015
Category 6 - RAVEN RIGGINS / Category 5 - WILLIE
SMITH / Category 4 - KAWON
REEDY
Congratulations MINISTER
LE'ZAIRE D. REESE – His Initial
Sermon – “THANK GOD, I AM
AN ANOMALY,” which was
held on Sun., July 19, at 5 PM, a
job well done, but more important, TO GOD BE THE GLORY,
FOR THE GREAT THINGS HE
IS DOING IN THIS YOUNG
MAN'S LIFE.

WHAT'S GOING ON IN
JULY?
JULY 25 – 8 AM – NOON WOMEN'S MINISTRY BREAKFAST IN THE PARK (DELL
HOLMES – SHELTER NO. 9 THE BACK OF THE PARK)
CALL (727) 403-3149 FOR TICKETS AND DETAILS – ALL ARE
WELCOMED, DON'T FEEL
LIKE COOKING, BUT YOU
WANT A GREAT BREAKFAST,
MAKE YOUR WAY TO DELL
PARK.
JULY 25 – 9 AM - “THE 33
SERIES” -THIS IS A CITY WIDE EVENT FOR MEN AGES 18-UP VOLUME NO. 2 (A MAN AND HIS STORY).
JULY 27 – 7 – 8:30 PM –
WHAT COLOR IS YOUR PERSONALITY? A SOCIAL ACTION
WORKSHOP
FOR
FRIENDSHIP
MINISTRY
LEADERS – SIGN-UP SHEET IS
LOCATED IN THE ATRIUM.
AUGUST IS THE SAVE THE
DATES MONTH GET READY –
GET READY
AUG. 1, FROM 1 – 3 PM CHURCH SAFETY /SECURITY
SEMINAR – WHAT EVERY
MEMBER OF FRIENDSHIP
NEEDS TO KNOW – PASTOR
EVANS IS ENCOURAGING
EVERY MEMBER TO ATTEND. SIGN-UP SHEET LO-

CATED ON THE INFORMATION TABLE IN THE ATRIUM.
WEST COAST BAPTIST ASSOCIATION – SATURDAY,
AUG. 1 – 10 AM – NOON, THE
WOMEN'S
DEPARTMENT
MEETING, AT MT. SINAI MBC
IN ORLANDO.
NEED
A
RIDE
TO
CHURCH? Call our Transportation Ministry – (727) 906-8300
and leave your information.
Thought for the Week: THE
BEST WAY NOT TO GET SECOND-HAND NEWS OR INFORMATION IS TO ATTEND THE
MEETING OR EVENT YOURSELF.
Don't let “THE SHIP” sail
without YOU! For additional information on any of the announcements, please contact us
by the following methods:
Friendship Missionary Baptist
Church, 3300 31st St. S., St. Petersburg, Florida 33712 Church
Office: (727) 906-8300 E-Mail:
fmbc3300@verizon.net
NOW “LIVE STREAMING”:
Visit Our Website: www.fmbctheship.net & CLICK on the PASTOR'S IMAGE at the top of the
Page. Also, USTREAM - Visit
West Coast Baptist District Association Website: www.expericencethecoast.com

dors Delight Festival to be held
on July 25, in the Frank Cubby
Fellowship Center @ 3444 – 5th
Ave. S. There will be fun activities including - arts, crafts and
games for all ages beginning at
8 a.m. until 2 p.m. Breakfast and
lunch will be available for a low
cost.
All vendors that will be participating are asked to contact
the church for Registration

Forms to be completed and returned to the church by July 17.
You may reach Faye Perry,
Church Secretary for additional
information, by calling (727)
327-3186 or by email at:
galileembc@verizon.net.
Please join us for the culmination of our Tribe Day services
on Aug. 16, at 11 a.m.
Deacon Robert Starling, Jr.,
Tribe Day Chairman

Galilee MBC
Galilee Missionary Baptist
Church, Inc 505 – 35th St. S., St.
Petersburg, FL 33711 TEL:
(727)
327-3186
Reverend
Earnest Jones, Pastor
First Annual Tribe Day “Vendors Delight Festival” Contact:
Gerri McCallister – (727) 8671899 Reverend Earnest Jones
and Galilee Missionary Baptist
Church cordially invite you to attend and participate in their Ven-

Pastor’s Corner

BY REV. DR. DORAL R. PULLEY,
SPIRITUAL LEADER
Unity of Midtown

Let’s grow together!
“But grow in grace and in
the knowledge of our Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ (II
Peter 3:18).”
The purpose for joining a
church and continuing to be a
part of a church is spiritual
growth. Church membership
is not about the choir, the
building or our family history
with a church; it is about our
spiritual development. It is imperative that we are actively
involved in local assemblies
where we are connected to

the Spiritual Leader’s vision
and where we are being spiritually nourished through the
Word (preaching, teaching,
training, etc.).
Regardless of religious rituals, familiarity or denominational affiliation, if we are not
growing in Christ, then our
church attendance is in vain.
Connecting with a faith community is about expanding
our consciousness, deepening our relationship with God
and broadening our spiritual

horizons.
At Unity of Midtown, we
have committed to spiritual
growth which is leading to numerical growth in attendance,
participation and membership which leading to financial
growth through tithes and offerings which is leading to
physical growth, the manifestation of our new building.
Every week we affirm, “Let’s
GROW Together!” and we
see our words bringing about
great results.
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